Coroner vows to keep eye on care home

By Sue Archer
A CORONER has pledged to monitor a Barkingside care home, where failings may have led to the death of an 83-year-old man.

Coroner Elizabeth Stearns took the unusual step of using her statutory powers to ensure the Springfield Nursing Home in Springfield Drive upholds a series of care recommendations as a result of the death of Henry Fullman on April 21, 2004.

Mr Fullman died from bronchial pneumonia and septicaemia brought on by the effect of a number of severe pressure sores which developed on his body between October 2003 and April 2004, while he was staying at Springfield.

continued...


 HYPERLINK "http://ads-delivery1.newsquest.co.uk/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.guardian-series.co.uk/display.var.542412.0.0.php/798345686/Frame2/default/empty.gif/35323138393765623434663939376630" \t "_top" 
[image: image1.png]




Acting on a complaint from Mr Fullman's family, care watchdog the Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI) carried out an inspection of the home and made a number of recommendations in a bid to prevent another tragedy.

Walthamstow Coroners Court heard last Wednesday that a number of severe ulcers developed on Mr Fullman's legs and feet which became septic, gangrenous and life-threatening in April 2004.

But the inquest heard that instead of immediately rushing Mr Fullman to hospital for emergency treatment, manager Michael Gopaul and his deputy Mary Oniah opted to wait for the routine visit of tissue viability nurse Hannah Patten, who raised the alarm.

Dr Stearns also uncovered discrepancies in the care records being kept at the home, including one incident where a nurse responsible for changing Mr Fullman's dressings had logged changes he had not carried out.

The inquest heard how Mr Fullman, a World War Two RAF pilot, was admitted to the home in October 2003 after he became immobile and was suffering from dementia.

His son Alan said: "It became difficult for mother to nurse him at home. He became forgetful and developed dementia over about a two-year period."

Mr Fullman did not notice anything abnormal about his father's skin before he was admitted to the home but staff recorded some redness around the base of the spine on his initial examination.

In November 2003 Mr Fullwell suffered a fall and fractured his leg resulting in a stay in hospital. He returned to hospital for another short stint after suffering breathing problems in December.

Springfield nurse Dave Ballack told the court in a written statement that he noticed a small ulcer on Mr Fullman's left heel shortly before his fall in November 2003. This was dealt with by a dressing and Mr Fullman was seen by the doctor.

By December 29 the ulcer had progressed to a grade three on a scale of severity from one to four and this was examined by tissue viability nurse Hannah Patten on February 9, during a routine visit.

By the end of February staff had been instructed to dress the ulcer daily and by the time of Ms Patten's next visit there were three ulcers on Mr Fullman's left foot, two of which were severe grade four, and three grade three ulcers on his right leg.

Recalling her final visit to Mr Fullwell on April 7, she said: "Mr Fullwell was sitting in the chair but unfortunately I could smell this gentleman's wounds from the corridor. I've smelt gangrene a few times and if I had to speculate it was more like the smell of gangrene."

Medics at King George Hospital suggested amputating Mr Fullwell's left leg but he was deemed too ill for the operation to go ahead and died just a week later.

In summing up, Dr Stearns said she was considering recording a verdict of death due to natural causes with neglect by the home being a contributory factor.

However, instead she chose to record a narrative verdict saying that Mr Fulwell "died from the effect of pressure sores which developed between October 2003 and April 2004, while the deceased was resident in a nursing home."

She also requested the care commission representative Debbie Kittridge to report back in six months with any concerns still prevailing.
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